Leslie’s eulogy:

“I want to thank all of you for being here today, and I have something important to say to you. Earlier today I went to see Eli’s body, to say goodbye. I touched his face and I kissed him and told him that I forgive him. I know that he was carrying a burden of mental anguish that he could just not live with. I didn’t want him to do this, but I do forgive him, and I want you to forgive him, too.

When a person dies, almost everybody who was close to him feels in some way responsible, even guilty. So I want every one of you to know that you are not responsible; you are not guilty. In fact, I want to thank all of Eli’s friends for the friendship, love and warmth they showed Eli during his lifetime. Without your love and acceptance, he would have had a much shorter, much more anguished life. It was those of you who loved him who extended his time here on earth. It is only because of you that he lived as long as he did, for he had been contemplating death for years. So count yourselves among the blessed for the friendship and the love you gave Eli, and please forgive him.

Eli was a very much wanted child. I have always loved him; I love him still, and I will always love him. I will radiate my love for him every day, no matter where he may be. I ask you to do the same.”
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